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- FEfERIEEERS; Mr. PL Giri
- Sr. Agriculture Officer, NOP, DoA

- JICAJRIER S Expert

=MKE
H.E. Mr. Yeshey Dorji

Mr. Ganesh B. Chettri
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Coordinator; Ms. Kesang Tshomo
B+, FE{EEF9Rice Specialist
Mr. Mahesh Ghimiray
Specialist Ill, RNR RDC
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Mr. Tirtha Katwal :

Mr. Norden Lepcha
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CNR starts BSc in organic agriculture

Younten Tshedup | Punakha

To develop human resource
capacity in organic agricul-
ture and to contribute to the
country’s food security and
sufficiency goals, the College
of Natural Resources (CNR)
in Lobesa, Punakha launched
a BSc programme in Organic
Agriculture yesterday.

A total of 35 students
have enrolled in the four-year
course that begins today.

The president of the col-
lege, Dr Phub Dorji, said that
the introduction of the new
programme was in response
to the government's organic
movement. “The govern-
ment’s policy of turning 100
percent organic is currently
hampered by the limited
human resources,” he said.

He said the new pro-
gramme would slowly replace
the existing BSc in agriculture
programme, which is based
on conventional agriculture
practices. “The new pro-
gramme would undertake
various researches that would
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> A total of 35 students have registered for the four-year BS¢ degree programme in organic

agriculture

help the nation achieve the
goal of food self sufficiency.”

The college would be one
of the key partners in help-
ing the government’s organic
flagship programme. “In
addition to developing the
human resource capacity,
the college would also help
in research and technical
development under the new

programme.”

The department of agri-
culture’s head, Tashi Lhamo,
said the programme was built
along the four principles of
organic agriculture - health,
care, fairness and ecology.

She said students would
not only learn about growing
crops without any chemical
fertilizers, but will also be

taught sustainable practices
of production including giving
importance to soil quality and
environmental assessments.
“It is a holistic approach
on agriculture where students
would also learn about live-
stock farming and entrepre-
neurial skills,” she said. “They
would learn about good agri-
culture, which is a more sus-

tainable approach.”

She said that through
internships and field attach-
ments the students would
closely work with the farmers.
“Students would act as a bridge
between the farmers and the
government's policies.”

One of the students, Thin-
ley Wangmo, said that given
the experiences she had from
working in the fields with her
parents, the course was ideal
for her. “Not all graduates get
a government job today. So |
wanted to hone the skills I've
gathered from my parents
over the years.

Pema Norbu from Sak-
teng, Trashigang wants to
explore opportunities to start
mass agriculture programme
in his village in the highlands.
“So far my parents and ances-
tors have been depending on
livestock. [ want to given them
an alternative by making or-
ganic agriculture possible in
the highlands.”

Agriculture minister

Yeshey Penjor launched the
programme.




ARSLELE, F)ANEGE. LHTEGED. RE,
ABDEWFEATHEIZESS. PLADENFERNE
tHRZRET H-OICERBADWMELITED !




